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But at that first meeting, students just kept coming in the door. They filled 
most of the seats. 
“Is this the newspaper?” they asked. And so it was. 


That first day | asked the students why they wanted to start a newspaper. 
Many of them had never even met rath other, and they went around the 
room offering answers that echoed the research of the fast 20 years. “This 
place desperately needs a sense of community.” 

“We need one place to know what's going on.” 

“This country is tearing itself apart; we need a place to discuss difficult 
topics in a thoughtful way.” 


When I went home that night I texted one of the best journalists I know. 
She works at a nationally recognized newspaper, and understands the 
trouble with journalism deep in her gut: “If these kids at GCC can pull this 
off, maybe there is hope t 


All I could answer was, “They don’t know how important they are.” 


The students discussed story topics, pushed through writing drafts, argued 

over content, argued with me over layout, and at the end of the first 
semester, the first issue was printed. 
A small group of the club huddled in the printing room with Kathy Maleno, 
our presswoman, and took photos with her holding the first copies. Kathy 
said in her decades at GCC there had never been a student paper. Later, we 
learned, thanks to Lisa Middents in The GCC Foundation, that it had been 
34 years since a student paper had been published here. 


The students working on this paper eat together, argue about what 
matters, they share the burden of each other's challenges, and they drag 
each other over the finish line. Mariah, Cowboy, Stacy, Elaina, Madeline, 
Rebecca, and Zac. Next year, we hope there will be more. 


Community College students often face a very difficult road, working a lot 
of hours, taking care of their families, living with anxiety so intense it 
requires them to become fearless, struggling to learn how to learn, asking 
themselves again and again: 

What will work here? 
and 
Who can help me understand this thing, and then learn to do it well? 


Well, it turns out this is exactly the most important skill set, not only for 
journalism, but for tackling our most pressing challenges, across every 
discipline, and for building vibrant communities. 


From my perspective, we don't need hope; hope will just break your heart. 
What we need is work worth doing, and good people to do it with. 
In fact, that isn't just the bare minimum of what we need, that is as good as 
it gets. 


These students at Greenfield Community College, some still in high 
school, others coming here to study after years of work, built a newsroom 
together, out of thin air, during a pandemic. 

hese are the people you want rowing next to you in the lifeboat. 


-Samantha Wood 
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GCC Ars Snes Night iba is back after a two year ( OVID induced hiatus, 
and the community showed up. “It’s really exciting We missed 
doing the show during Covid-ig and we're happy it's back,” 
explained Joan O'Beirne as she showed community members art 
of all her accomplished photography students 

Some teachers were overwhelmed after the final push to 
compile and display all the art, but they were highly rewarded by 
an enthusiastic crowd Community members poured through the 
halls while admiring paintings, drawings, sculptures, and 
photography completed by GCC students 

The air buzzed with the excitement of being able to join 
together and celebrate the works of self expression that poured 
out from one of the most unusual semesters. 

The evening } included a fourth scene emasiour pie 
Elephant Man,” where drama students showcased their upcoming 
play. The costumes, makeup, and performances brought the story 
to fife. Even without much context, the scene sucks you in (while 
breaking your heart) and makes you root for all the right 
characters while you're dazzled by the not-so-good doers. 

The contemporary band played impressive blues-inspired takes 
on works from The Beatles and Radiohead. The whole band came 
together impressively, each with their own individual style still 
shining through. Tahmie Der, the front woman of the ensemble, 
glowed with mesmerizing charisma. Check out their powerful 

rformance for free at The Shea Theater in Turners Falls on 
May sth 


There truly is no substitute for coming together, rubbing 
shoulders in the hallway, and sharing moments over art 

Members of Prometheus Press showed up to support fellow 
classmates and bring you this coverage, and we're thankful we 
did. Please take the opportunity to check out the exhibits while 
they're up and celebrate the uniqueness GCC has to offer. You 


won't regret it -Stacy Blackadar 
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By Zac Poulin 

On April sixth, an email sent to 
all faculty and staff by Karen 
Phillips f 


vice president oI 


administration and _ finance 
announced the _ decision of 
senior _ staff leadership at 


Greenfield Commun College 
to not renew its contract with 
Aladdin Dining Services with no 
alternative dining plans. The hot 
dogs (with pickles), Rice Krispies 
treats (the big ones), and the 
community I, and many 
decades before me have enjoyed 
made possible by the college's 
dining commons, will not exist 
for future GCC students, faculty 
and staff come July : 
Geraldine, the ‘acting food 
service director, has black hair 
that falls straight just beneath 
her ears, her eyes creased in the 


others 


Clockwise from top left: Erykka, Lori, Geraldine, Diane, Arnie 


smile 


indication of an eternal 
behind her mask. Although all the 
staff have the title of food prep 
they are trained to cover every 
aspect of the job 
dutifully behind the cash register 
gracious assertively. 
spoken fails to call 
me sir, exercising 
friendly authority in his requests 
for me to abstain from sitting on a 
table as I eat my hot dog, prepared 
excellently without fail by Lori 
whose rectangular rimless glasses 
rest beneath a maroon 
cap she is never seen without. | 
study Erykka’s ernest eyes as she 
describes her six-month career 
with Aladdin Dining Services at 
GC6 

She tells me “we are losing our 
jobs, the entire staff 


Diane sits 


i soft 


Arnie never 
even 


when 


basebal! 


Aladdin is contracted out by 
GCC Aladdin receives all 
revenue from the cafeteria, but 


because dining services have 
always operated at a loss, it 
charges GCC an annual subsidy 
The cafeteria‘s 


and 


for their services 
loss continues to increase 
college revenue 
GCt owns _ the 
cafeteria and equipment, and 
Aladdin pays liability insurance 
Geraldine and Diane, who have 
spent 14 years together working 
for Aladdin at the college 
with me and 
reminisce. “We had a staff of 15 
at one time” says Geraldine. Her 
career began in a classroom that 
had converted into a 
cafeteria with what she called a 
Barbie Doll stove.” All agree 
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“(Geraldine] is the best boss.” 

Geraldine brings. out a 
scrapbook of photographs and 
recounts theme parties _ held 
routinely by the crew, and She 
points to a picture of chocolate 
cowboy hat lollipops and horse 
shaped cookies whic “turned out 
tally bad.” 

She chuckles and shows me 
pictures of her step-daughter's 
wedding, held in the cafeteria and 
courtyards of GCC. I, too, have 
tangible memories of the 
college’s cafeteria, a stuffed 
animal given to me by the GCC 
dining commons whom I named 
Lamby and has been my 
companion for the last thirteen 
years 


Despite financial troubles, staff 


commitment and camaraderie 
have never been an issue. Arnie, 
who Diane tells me has “literally 
retired” three times from Aladdin 
at GCC, comes in weekly to assist 
Geraldine ; 

Erykka wizzes around us, 
performing her preparation and 
closing duties, briefly chiming in 
to inform me “I have had five or 
six jobs before this, and this is the 
best crew I have had.” When 
Geraldine explains Diane's 
habitual birthday-card-giving 
with admiration, Diane simply 
shrugs and says “part of my job” 

Geraldine graduated from GCC 
with a criminal justice degree, 
Served 21 years as a police officer, 
then returned to the colle 
because — she “lovels} the 
community...which makes it 


hard to leave.” 
All agree “we had a good run,” 


but with bitterness deduce that 
this change is “all about the 
money.” For a renewal of its 
contract, Aladdin Dining Services 
would require an increase in 
annual subsidy from $74,000 to 
$150,000. “The food service 
program has continually 
operated at a $1,000 weekly loss” 
reads Phillips’s email. Philli 
explains in an interview that in 
order to generate enough 
revenue to pay Aladdin its 
additional subsidy, student fees 
would need to be increased by 
three dollars per credit “All 
[senior staff leadership] agreed 
that we didn’t think it was the best 
use of our resources right now,” 
and so under recommendation of 
Phillips and Ryan Aiken, director 
of procurement, President Rick 
Hopper made the decision to 
explore “other options for food 
on campus” including “increased 
vending machines.” 

Phillips says it best, “food tends 
to bring people together.” She 
assures me, however, that GCC’s 
community will not be alone in 
its suffering. In fact, “so% of 
community colleges in 
Massachusetts have closed their 
food service program nght now 
for the exact same reason we are 
closing ours.” Phillips hopes “the 
spring and the summer will give 
us some time to explore options,” 
but when the college went 
through renovations to the core 
in 2008 and vending was 
increased, “everybody got sick of 
it after a while“ Similarly, 
Phillips tells me other colleges 
have Rad success with food trucks 
in nice weather months, but less 
so in cold weather months. 

Mary McEntee, coordinator of 
student activities, agrees with the 
college's decision and thinks its 
relationship with Aladdin was 
“toxic.” She has been offering free 
lunch to students from food 
trucks intermittently this 
year, paid for by the Student 
Activities budget which is 


funded by the $30 Student 
Activities fee on students’ bills 
each semester. Due to the 
exclusive nature of the contract 
with Aladdin, McEntee has not 
been able to establish a consistent 
relationship with a local food 
service provider. Additionally, 
Phillips tells me “some food truck 
contractors have been chargi 
her $18 a person.” Phillips and] 
agree that “food insecurity is a 
huge concern on our campus,” 
and food trucks with higher 
prices than the current GCC 
cafeteria could prevent students 
who cannot afford a more 
expensive lunch from eating. 
Sarah Senet, a GCC student, 
believes “it is an opportunity for a 
change,” yet appreciates the staff 
there and is “sad they're leaving, 
they're really nice.” Another 
student, Catharine Livingstone, 
agrees and tells me they “seem to 
know what they're doing” 
Livingstone is nervous about the 
lack of preparation for future 
dining services. Senet wishes 
“there were more _ health[y] 
options for food,” but both stress 
the importance of efficiency 
when balancing studies and 
mealtime. 


A solution to the conundrum of 
healthy food fast is not one that 
will be found in hour-long waits 
for a food truck nor the sugary 
candy bars available from the 
vending machines currently on 
campus. Senet and Livingstone 
suggest to me that healthy, 
premade, b and go options 
would be ideal, but did not reply 
to Phillips’ April 22nd email 
requesting submission of 
students’ and staffs’ “innovative 
feedback”. (to be sent to 
foodfeedback@gcc.mass.edu) 
regarding _— possible ~— dining 
opportunities, Senet never even 
saw it. 

Senet says “I feel like they should 
have asked students. opinions 
more” and that “a lot of people 


(cont. on next page) 


don’t know this is happening yet.” 
McEntee hopes to “ensure a 
student voice is included in these 
decisions” in the future. 

I couldnt agree more, 
especially when Rbd,008 that 
could have gone to saving the 
cafeteria is being budgeted out to 
the “Presidential Search,” and an 


realization of decisions that 
affect the college's community, 
including . Geraldine, Diane, 
Arnie, Erykka, Lori, and every 
other student or staff member 
who has benefitted, through 
meals, conversation, and 
community from the GCC 
Dining Services. 


additional $100,000 was spent on 
the new digital sign at entrance 
It is important for leadership 
to communicate with the 
general community, not only 
when reguesiing “suggestions 
for future food services on 
campus,” but also in the 
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What is your opinion on crunchy ramen? 3 
x. 
“Boil the water. “It sounds really “It needs water.” “It’s very = 
Cook the pasta. gross.” disconcerting” 4 
Do it right.” = 
Evan LeBeau Madeline Maggie Brisbois Abby Browne | GR GY 
Lew | > 
MR <a 
ms 
~” 3 
“I wouldn't do it, “Tt seems like a “Not worth the “It would make S) Qo, 
but it could be pregnancy time or energy.” for a crunchy wma >- 
fun.” craving.” snack. Beware of mm, 2 
chewing noises.” & Ss 
David Voudren Aileen Barry Gracelyn Tatta Sarah Senet QR ma 
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Gq & 
‘| think it’s That sounds nasty. “I'm not here to “It depends. I'd a 
monstrous. I think Why would i judge, but I'm wey about 8 3 
it’s repulsive.” do that to going to put water —_— cracking a tooth. I = 
ourself?” in mine, thank love Ramen, but a 
Béla Aidan O'Brien you.” usually cooked.” 
Peter Mantell Rick Hopper a 
~” 
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